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PART 600—INSTITUTIONAL ELIGI-
BILITY UNDER THE HIGHER EDU-
CATION ACT OF 1965, AS 
AMENDED

Subpart A—General
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600.2 Definitions. 
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600.8 Treatment of a branch campus. 
600.9 [Reserved] 
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Subpart B—Procedures for Establishing 
Eligibility

600.20 Application procedures for estab-
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certification. 

600.21 Updating application information.

Subpart C—Maintaining Eligibility

600.30 [Reserved] 
600.31 Change in ownership resulting in a 
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600.32 Eligibility of additional locations.

Subpart D—Loss of Eligibility

600.40 Loss of eligibility. 
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proceedings.

Subpart E—Eligibility of Foreign Institutions 
To Apply To Participate in the Federal 
Family Education Loan (FFEL) Programs

600.51 Purpose and scope. 
600.52 Definitions. 
600.53 Requesting an eligibility determina-

tion. 
600.54 Criteria for determining whether a 

foreign institution is eligible to apply to 
participate in the FFEL programs. 

600.55 Additional criteria for determining 
whether a foreign graduate medical 
school is eligible to apply to participate 
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600.56 Additional criteria for determining 
whether a foreign veterinary school is el-
igible to apply to participate in the 
FFEL programs. 
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§ 600.1 Scope. 

This part establishes the rules and 
procedures that the Secretary uses to 
determine whether an educational in-
stitution qualifies in whole or in part 
as an eligible institution of higher edu-
cation under the Higher Education Act 
of 1965, as amended (HEA). An eligible 
institution of higher education may 
apply to participate in programs au-
thorized by the HEA (HEA programs). 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1088, 1094, 1099b, 1099c, 
and 1141)

§ 600.2 Definitions. 

The following definitions apply to 
terms used in this part: 

Accredited: The status of public rec-
ognition that a nationally recognized 
accrediting agency grants to an insti-
tution or educational program that 
meets the agency’s established require-
ments. 

Award year: The period of time from 
July 1 of one year through June 30 of 
the following year. 

Branch Campus: A location of an in-
stitution that is geographically apart 
and independent of the main campus of 
the institution. The Secretary con-
siders a location of an institution to be 
independent of the main campus if the 
location— 

(1) Is permanent in nature; 
(2) Offers courses in educational pro-

grams leading to a degree, certificate, 
or other recognized educational creden-
tial; 

(3) Has its own faculty and adminis-
trative or supervisory organization; 
and 

(4) Has its own budgetary and hiring 
authority. 

Clock hour: A period of time con-
sisting of— 
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